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Marvellous Workmanship Beto-
kens High Civilization of Race
Whose History Is Lost

.

CHI BCHA GRAVE..

in Antiquity

By M. A. ROSE.

HERE the treasure lay, spread out
upon the long table in the dining
room of an ultra modern apartment in
unromantic West End avenue. Taxicabs
squawked on the iey asphalt below; now
and again the elevator whined ‘its way past
Lhe floor; the telephone rang once or twice.
But our thoughts were thousands of miles
and gix centuries away. We were thinking
of Columbus and Alonzo de Objeds and
Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada; of Yeo and
Amyas Leigh in Westward Ho; of rotting
skeletons beneath tall palms and swinging
vrchids, the bones of men who bhad crossed
the Spanish Main and died in search for

iust such glittering stuff as lay before us

Gold! Not the minted tokens of a Goy-
ernment’s solvency upon which rests the
mvegrted pyramid of modern commeree, nor
vet such melted down bars as are corded
up so neatly in the vaults at Wall and
Nussan streets.

This was Chibcha gold. Breastplates,
nprons, bracelets, nose rings, sceptre heads,
chimes; the loot of a chieftain’s or prin-
cess’s gruve in the mountains of Antioquis,
Colombia—the New Grenada of the da}a
of the Conquest.

It is (this on the word of eompetent
archsologists) tlie greatest eollection of
pre-Conquest gold ever assembled; it is, in
fact, almost the only collection of any
pretension. And just now it is in New
York.

Cannot Be Valued.

What is it worth? Let us answer, Yan-
kee fashion, with another guestion: What
would Solomon's erown be worth if it were
found?

The answer toone question is as difficult
ns another. Religious venerution would
niake Solomon's erown worth more than its
weight in gold; on the other hand, we know
# great deal about the history, the arts,
the eivilization of Solomen’s race. This
lieap of treusure, newly found, represents
almost all we know perhaps, nearly all
we ever will know, about a race which had
attained in some respects as high a degree
of eivilizaion as the ancient Hebrews,
Who shall put u price upon it}

But if you insist upon sordid detuils the
ecolleetion, fifty-two major piees, weighs
sixicen troy pounds, ull pure gold!

The Muyseas, or Chibehas, were g race of
unknown astiquity. Theic descendants live
i-day in Colombia, but their traditions tell
us little and their forebears left no written
iweords, It is known, however, that prior
to the Spanish Conquest they lived in set-
tied communities, mostly in the mountain-
ous regiois back from the coast. Their
civilization was akin to that of the Incas of
Peru, and not dissimilar to that of the
Artecs, Mayas, Tollees and Zapotees of
Mexico and Central Ameriea.

The Chibehas worshipped: the god Mem-
terequeteba as being the author of their
civilization, and they were ruled by three
independent chieftains—the Zipa of Mue-
queta (now Funza), the Zaque of Hunsa
inow ealled Tunja) and the Jeque of Iriea.
Then there were lesser chieftains, but not
many. The race was never, il seems, strong
in numbers,

I'nlike the Ineas, the Chibehas have loft
no massive buildings, no temples, no roads.
PBut in tae graves of their priests, their
chivts md~their princesses they lefl gold
ornamenis and implements which equal in
skill and beauty of workmanship and design
antthing the Ineas made, Indeed, it is
alipost impossible to tell Chibeha gold relies
from Incn gold, and that leads the archeol.
orist to the natural deduetion that there was
vioko enminunication between the races, Tt
i« in faet, & theory, widely aeccepted, that
o1 one prebistorie time the Chibehas were
the central link in a elose knit chain be-
tween the 1neas on the south and the Aztecs
snd Tolteee op the north, Ewverything
peints to this; seraps of tradition, similar-
ity of religion, of ‘customs, and sbove all
virtual |penhly of eraftsmanship as devel-
oped by their goldsmiths,

Their love of gold was chiaste and pure;
there was no taint of eommercialism or
Giold was to them merely a
thing of beanty. It hal no eommervial
value; eopper was the more highly prized,

for they knew how to make tools from
copper. Gold was to them what the
plumage of birds is to us—merely the ma-
terial from which things of beauty ecould
be made,

They svathed their dead in leaves and
grass and buried them in graves, not in
tombs. With their important dignitaries
they buried their possessions. Very likely
their Ca=ars, their Alexanders and Cleo-
patras were arrayed in all their panoply
of pomp and eircumstance when they wers
lowered into the bosom of the earth. So
they went on, generation after generation,
for centuries, perhaps for thousands of
Years.

Then came the Spanjards. Alonzo de
Ojeda touched the congt of Colombia in
1499-1501. Columbus touehed it on his-last
voyage in 1502, Gonzalo Jimenez de Que-
sada landed in 15636-37, and penetrated to
Bogota, the ecapital of the Chibehas, Then
eame the hordes of adventures lured by the
one lure—gold!

Cartagens was founded in 1533 by Pedro
e Heredia, and it came in time to be the
-ent of & tribunal of the Holy Offige of the
Inqunisition. Drake held the town to ran-
som in 1586, and Pointis did the trick again
i 16Y7—always for gold.

The Spaniards foreed the Indians to mine
1l a1 the end of the iash, and, prodded from
behind by pikes bound together with ebains,
made them earry it down to the sea coast
and aboard galléons, and at, the lash end,
too, thev made the Indians tell where their
graves were and dig them up for the gold
ornaments.

Archeologists! Not for a minute.
They meited np these prieeless relies of nn
ancient eivilization in the same pot with the
gold dust from the rivers and shlppad it
all to the Infantas,

Even the Inquisition helped— .

“Turn Christian, dog of an infide!"—and
incidentally lead us to treasure for Rome.

Chibcha Civilization Passes.

The Chibeha eivilization erumbled be-
neath the Spanish heel just as did the Ineas’
wonderful eombination of eommunism and
benevolent  despotism. The Spaniards

stopped to study the Incas as foes worthy °

of their mettle. But they paid no atten-
tion to the weak Chibchas who fell so easily
hefore them. Squeezed, the eountry yielded
zold; that was enough. In the five hundred
vears since the Spaniards eame, Colombia
bas yielded up $128,000,000 of the metal,
it is estimated ; but it cannot be an acemrate
estimate, for who keeps accurate tally of
loot?

The metal still pours out. The Indian
in_ his remote settlement still washes the
river sand in his primitive basin and trades

Priceless Golden Relics From Graves of Ancient Chibchas
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the dust for his necessities. Huge modern
dredges scoop up the' bettoms of lakes to
fill the pockets of British lnvmors There
are quartz stamping mills here and there.
Only a begifining has been made. Much of
Colombis never has been explored. It is
deadly to the white man—neither the eli-
mate nor poisoned Arrows seem to agree
with the Caucasian constitution.

There are few railroads. There are parts
of Colombia where every wandful of grave!
vields vellow flakes of treasure. Bat
whether the deposits can be worked com-
mercially, that is, on a large scale, eannot
be known until the eountry is opened up.
Platinum, too—Colombia’s exports of plat-
inum are gecond only to Russin's. But a
lot the Chibehas eared about platinum,

The Spaniards swept as clean as they
could, but they eonldn’t find every Chibeha
grave. So nowadays, in the interior of
mountainous Antioguia, it is a custom to
stuke an Indian or a half breed to “zrub
und clothes” and send him out te search
for buried treasure. It js a trade, almost.

The graves are funjos; the searcliers are
tunjeros; they seek huwacas, which means
“buried gold things.”" It is like digging
for Capt. Kidd's treasure, a favorite Long
Island sport, except that the tunjeros
usunlly find mmething. if only a little, It

SHEETS
is again like grubstaking the Western pros-
peetor. Thus Aurelio Gutierre= of Ayapel
kept grulstaking tunjeras for five years,
They brought back small pieces now and
then; enough to Iu'ep up his interest, but
never anything of importance,

Early in 1010 they were exploring likely
looking spots in the neighborhood of Aya-
pel, a village whose Indian name means, np-
propriately enough, “land of gold,” and
with proetised eyes were spying out the
indications of early Chibcha oceupaney.
The tunjeros can tell where the graves
onglit to be, and into sueh spots they plunge
long pointed rods. If they strike solid
ohjects six or eight feet down, well, the
chance of tressure is worth g little work
with a shovel. Tt may prove to be the grave
of a poor Chibeha who took nothing “with
him into the earth excapt his blanket, long
since rotted, and his earcass, long since
wnsted to o few bones, \

But in this particular gfave they made
the riehest find ever unearthed in all the
history of treasure hunting sinee the early
Conqut-st period. Sixty-eight or seventy
pieces, to be precise.

Senor Gutierrez waus delighted; he mlght
well have teen. Here was something worth
while. Tt oeeurred to him, too, that the
stuff was worth more in its originnl form

ENTIRE COLLEC;!&J-N EXCEPT SEVERAL ROLLS of BEATEN

than melted down into bullion. But where
would e dispose of R1?

Some Americans offered to bring it to
the United States and divide with him all
that the eollection hrought above the hullion
value (the bullion valué also going to him,
of ecourse), He thought the proposal was
equitable; but he didn’t know the Ameri-
cuns very well

About one-fourth of the collection (msix-
teen pieces) eventually wus sold to a man
who sold it to William Wrigev, Jr. Mr.
Wrigley turned the objects over to the Field
Museum in Chieago. In appreciation, F.
W, Bkiff, curator, wrote to Mr, Wrigley
that the musenm regarded it as “a
unique treasure of intense scientific and
artistic imerest,” and that “it surpasses in
value any pre-Colombian collection of or-
naments in any of the great museums of
Europe or those now shown in Field Mu-
seum. It will be advisable for obvious
reasons to omit any reference to the in-
tringie value of the materidl.”

The remaining fifty-two pieces (not to
vount some fragments) Senor Gutierrez
took to Barranquilla and after some diffi-
culty interested Ernesto Cortissoz, head of
the prineipal bank of Barrauquillu, Senor
Cortissoz was coming to the United States
as one of the Colombian delegntion to the

Linking Bedloe’s Island to the Marne

HE Statue of Liberty soon will be the

Ameriean pillar of a bridge across the
Atlantie. The other end will be another
colossul statue which is planned to stand
uear the little French village of Meaux, on
the Murne, on a site to be selected by Foch
and Joffre. The hridge ‘will be a rain-
bow of sympathy and international hope;
across the ocean will reach a span of sym-

Pnlhy.

The figure of “Liberty Enlightening the
“'nvd" was brought from Franee in 1885
the statne which is to be Ameriea's gift to
France will be earried from America to the
Marne. M, Bartholdi, #he French seulptor
born in Alsace, coneeived the form of the
goddess on Bedloe's Tsland; Frederick Mae-
Monnies, the American seulptor who did his
early work in France, will undertake the
task of making a memorial for the unvio-
lated spot near the Meapx bndgn, which
the Kaiser never erossed.

In providing the $250,000 necessary for
this gift to France Americans may choose
to follow the example of the Frenchmen
who contributed to the fund for the Statue
of Liberty. It is an interesting story

simply told by Frederie Auguste Bartholdi.
Of the conception of the idea he wrote:

MacMonnies Statue, America’s Gift to France,
and Bartholdi’s Goddess of Liberty to Up-
hold Rainbow of International Sympathy

“One evening twenty years ago T had
heen dining at the home of wy laté la-
mented and illustrious friend M. Labou-
laye, and his guests were smoking in the
conservatory of his charming retreat, Gla-
vigny, near Versailles,

“It was n gathering of men eminent in
polities and letters. TheYalk fell upon in-
ternational relations, nupon the sentiments
of Italy toward Franee. Some one said
that gratitude eould not exist among nn-
tions, that the least material interest, that
the lightest politienl breath would break
every tie of that sort. Coming Yo the United
States, the remark was added that Franee
ronld no more eount on the remembrance of

the past.
Where Sympathy Rests.

“M. Laboulaye ohserved that in the case
of Italy there had never been a popular tra-
dition of friendship; that in 1850 a service
had been done her, but she had been made
to feel ‘that France had repaid hersell for
it; and that faet was sufficient to make

the remembrance unpleasant to the Ttalians,

Tt was a wholly different thing in the case
of other unations er peoples with whom

.....

there was a genuine Ylow of sympathy,
caused, it might be, by experiences common
to the two nations; it might be by affinity

of aspiration or by the influence of certain

feelings which served as a bond of union.

“Coming to the Ameriean nation; he said
that it had more sympathy for France than
for any other European nation; that this
sentiment did not bear the stamp of grati-
tude, but was based upon the remembranee
of the community of thoughts and strug-
gles sustained avith eommon aspirations,

“The Wrenchmen who fonght in the
United States spilled” their blood for the
principles that they hoped to see prevail
in Franee and in the world. The first vol.
unteers went awny in spite of the Govern-
ment, and all the world recalls the difficul-
ties encountered by Lafayette at his depart-
ure. There is, then, he said, in that struggle
for independence not & simple service ren-
dered to a friendly nation ont a fraternity
of feclings, a community of efforts and of
emotions: und when hearts have beaten to-
gether something always remaing among
nations as among individuala,”

Conceived by Bartholdi, the statue was
made posaible largely .w donations

A

voted in France by 180 cities, forty general
councils, a large number of chambers of
commerce and societies and more than &
hundred thousand individual subseribers.
From the amount thus raised the artist
received mot o sou. His was a labor of

love. )
Born for the Place.

“The statue was born for this place,”
said Bartholdi. “May God be pleased to
hless my efforts and my work and to erown
it with the success, the duration and the
moral influence which it ought to have. I
shall he happy to have been able to conse-
crate the best vears of my life to being the
interpreter of the noble hearts whose dream
bas been the realization of the monument to
the French-Ameriean union.”

Prederick MacMonnies, the sculptor, is
1o chisel our own.similar thoughts toward
France in stone on the Marme. To the
French an  Amerioan statue on the Marne
will mean more than any treaty. It will
mean a great deal mote to them and to the
United Sates if the (subseriptions are
popular, That is the reason the committee
of “Ameriea’s Gift to France” is asking
évery man, woman and child to give some-
thing toward the $250,000. All expenses
of the colleetion have been underwritten,
As for the statna itself, the cost of that gift
must he borne by the pennies and nickels
end dimes of the boys and girls and mothers
and fathars of the nation
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Pun-American Financial Congress whioh
was held recently in Washington and he

.agreed to bring the treasure to New York,

He hoped that here he might at least inter-
st archwologists, They could give him an
pppraisal of the value of the treasure;
they might learn much from the study of it;
perbaps the Metropolitan or the Hispanie
or American Museum of Natural History
might wish to aequire the collection, or s
part of it.

In Love With Treasure.

If not Senor Cortissoz was hall deter.
mined to aequire the objeets for himself,
He has fallen in loyg with the beauty of tle
things; he will not enjoy parting with
them. And no wonder!

Most gorgeous of all are the breastplates,
eight of them. Some are thirty inches
across, great blazing yellow suns, ornately
embosed with desigos of erocodiles and ser-

. pents. Others are sixteen inches in diam-

eter, with beautiful work in repousse.
More exquisite in taste and infinitely
more difficult of execution are the filigres
earrings. Wonderful things, these, of bar-
harie splendor. Four inches from tip to
tip, aeruss the diameter of a semicirels,
At first glance, the design seems to be
made of seven strips of gold lace, fairy-
like in delicacy. But lift one! No modern
skimping of material in these pieces, The
ancient artisan hos nsed at least $100 worth
of the virgin metal for this single piece,
The meshes of the lace are not gold wire,
skilfully soldered. The whole ornament
is one integral chunk of metal, the filigree
painfully eut out by sharp tools.

Of Appeal to Any Woman.

The thing is amazing. It is not simply
mteresting, but like so many relics of the
past, it is beautiful. There isn't a woman
in New York, from Mott or Essex street
to Fifth avenue, who wouldn't exclaim over
it. Primitive art, indeed! The thing is as
modern in its appeal as anything from
Tiffany's.

So with the strings of gold beads, where

& dainty filigree ball alternates with a
“plain bead; or where a heavy little eross

like a child's jackstone alternates will
o plain  bead, Or where twenty-six tmy
bells of beautiful, faint tone, each a little
larger than a BB shof, are spaced with
beads of coiled gold wike,

. Then two strings of bells of solid, pol-
ished gold; heavy to ‘the hand; the bells
are an ineh long each and three-quarters
of an inch in diameter, eleven in number
on one string, thirteen on the other, spaced
with little tubes of gold. These went round
the thighs and chimed as the wearer moved,
it is believed. Incidentally, a 24 carat gold
hell is as sweel in tone as a silver bell,
which is a thing few of ns knew, or were
likely to find out.

Then there's an amusing little wionkey,
sitting in a chair—a perfect little chair no
different from the ones we use to-day:
wearing a sort of broad brimmed hat snd
holding the half of a eocoanut shell be-
neath his chin, while his elbows rest on his
knees. The whole thing is an inch or %0
high #nd an inech and a half long. It fitted

“on the end of a staff or seeptre.

Staff Tips Exquisite Animals.

Other staff fips are fashioned like birds
with long and crocked bills. Senor Cor
tissoz says some of them are perfectly
recogmizable as species still to be found 10
Colombia. There is a filigree jaguar, an
inch long; it also was a sceptre tip. There
are frogs or buckles of gold, heavy as any
two signet nngs you ever “hefted.”

One earring, and only one, is ornamented
with bangles that tinkle charmingly. Ahove
the row of bangles are two rows of the
exquisite gold lace which isn't lace at all,
but u lattiee cut from the solid piece of
metal, and hald in a frame of claborula
seroll work.

There's an opulent nose pices, like 8
creseent moon with the tips ineurved 50
they almost toneh. There is not a seroll
or & seratoh or an ornament upon it. It
was intended, doubtless, to flash in the
rays of the sun like a mirror, when the
wenrer’s lips moved. Like everything els.
it is twies as thick as it need be to gt
the effect; economy of the mefal was no
part of the Chibehas' eoncern.

Finally, there are rolls of sheet gold:
many square feet of it. In the grave it
lay about ome skeleton as though it had

* been ® robs. A shroud of gold—
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